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ACCESS HARD DRIVE  
OVER THE INTERNET 

 
I recently installed a Western Digital 
MyBookLive networked hard drive.  
This is essentially just an external hard 
drive that connects to a router instead 
of directly to a computer.  There are 2 
advantages to a networked hard drive, 
but it may not apply to you. 
 
1. If you have more than one 

computer you can use this as a 
common hard drive to store files 
used by all computers on your 
local network (LAN).  Previously, 
only Network Attached Storage 
(NAS) devices could connect an 
external hard drive directly to a 
LAN - most external hard drives 
connected directly to a computer 
with a USB cable and that 
computer had to be ON to share 
the contents of the drive. 
 

2. The really interesting feature of 
the MyBookLive is its’ “cloud” 
feature which allows you to go to 
a WDs’ wd2go website on any 
computer and then access files on 
the MyBookLive over the 
internet. 

 
Implementation of the MyBookLive 
cloud feature is surprisingly simple.  
You just sign up for the free service 
by “registering” your MyBookLive 
device.  Then you go to the wd2go 
website, log on with your email and 
the password you created, and the 
contents of the MyBookLive open up 
in Windows Explorer just like any 
other folder on the computer.  You can 

then work with the files just like they 
were on your computer.  You can 
open files to work on them, copy or 
move files, delete files, save files, etc. 
 
Access to the files will be a bit slow 
because internet connections are 
generally about 10 times faster 
downloading files onto your computer 
than uploading files from your 
computer to the internet, which means 
that the MyBookLive cannot send you 
the files anywhere near as fast as if 
they were on your computer.  But it is 
a start. 
 
There are other manufacturer’s that 
have similar products and those are 
also worth looking into if you decide 
that cloud access is something you 
want.  I use the WD product only 
because it is the first one I have 
configured so it is an example I am 
familiar with. 
 
It is also an alternative to a remote 
access program such as LogMeIn, 
GoToMyPC, or even Remote 
Desktop.  
 

 
THE RIGHT TOOL 

FOR THE RIGHT JOB 
 
OK – this is just a rehash of a previous 
piece, but I think it needs emphasis. 
 
I keep reading about the “death of the 
PC” and how tablets are making 
desktop and notebook computers 
obsolete. 
 
Balderdash (!)…at least not in the 
foreseeable future. 
 
For serious computing and work there 
is no mobile device (phone or tablet) 
even remotely comparable to a 
desktop or notebook computer for 
speed, power, and ease of use.  Maybe 
in the future, but not now and 
probably not for a while. 
 
The closest to bridging this gap seems 
to be the Microsoft RT tablet, which 

includes a removable combination 
keyboard and screen cover.  
Unfortunately it is seriously 
underpowered, even compared to a 
low-end notebook computer. 
 
As hardware technology improves, 
and processors & other hardware that 
give off less heat are developed, 
tablets will increase in power and 
speed, but larger devices will also 
increase. 
 
So what about the future of 
computing.  Generally, it will continue 
to be a surprise, as people think up 
new ways to use a computer and new 
things to do with them. 
 

 
“COMPUTER 

THIS IS CAPT. KIRK SPEAKING” 
 
What about the Star Trek computer – 
you know, where Captain Kirk says 
“Computer.  Tell me about the 
obscurathon system.” 
 
Well, it is alive and well, and you can 
indeed talk to your computer – not as 
a gimmick, but as a working tool. 
 
Voice Recognition has made great 
strides in recent years.  On your 
smartphone or tablet, you can tap the 
microphone and speak instead of using 
the keyboard, and it is amazingly 
accurate.  Curiously, I know very few 
people who use this feature, preferring 
to get carpal-tunnel-thumbs. 
 
For a desktop or notebook computer, 
there is Dragon Naturally Speaking 
which has come down in price from 
over $400 to $150 and occasionally on 
sale for $99, complete with a special 
headset. 
 
I have 3 clients who use Dragon 
Naturally Speaking every day and love 
it.  With Dragon, you can give 
computer commands as well as 
convert voice to text.  Commands such 
as “backspace 5 words”, “save file” 
and so forth are included in Dragon.  



If you are a “hunt and peck” 
keyboarder, you will find Dragon to 
be amazingly fast and accurate. 
 
Accuracy is because Dragon assesses 
the grammar to determine, for 
example, whether you mean to, too, 
two, or 2. 
 
Also, as you use Dragon and correct 
errors, the program continues to learn 
your speech pattern and becomes more 
accurate at converting your voice to 
text. 
 
Unfortunately, when I recommend 
Dragon to selected clients who are 
very slow on the keyboard - few act 
on my recommendation.  I think it is 
because Dragon does take a little time 
to learn to use, but the learning curve 
is easy and it’s just a matter of using it 
for a while. 
 

 
BYPASS WINDOWS 

PASSWORD AT STARTUP 
 
I frequently get requests to eliminate 
the Windows password so that users 
can go directly to the desktop.  This 
can be done if there is only one user 
account on the computer.   
 
On Windows 7, Vista, XP and earlier 
versions of Windows do the 
following: 
 
• Click the Start Button (except 

Win8) 
• Click on Control Panel 

o If you only see a few groups 
of categories, I suggest that 
you look for View (upper left 
or right, depending on the 
version of Windows) and 
change the view from 
Category to either large or 
small Icons. 

• Click on User Accounts 
• Click on the user account you 

want to change 
• Click on Remove Your Password. 
• Repeat for each user account that 

you want to remove the password 
from. 

 
If there are more than one user 
account on your computer, consider 
whether each user really wants to let 
anyone else log into their account, 
because the other users can change the 

appearance of the desktop, easily 
access their documents (if not shared), 
and more. 
 
With Windows 8 the process is 
different because you were probably 
herded into taking out a Microsoft 
Account so that you can download 
apps for the Metro desktop (aka Start 
Page).  My guess (only a guess) is that 
Microsoft is really pushing this and 
refusing to restore the Start Menu 
because they want people to start 
using apps, which results in more $$$ 
to M$, but I digress. 
 
With Windows 8, the process is a bit 
different than other versions of 
Windows.  With Win8 running: 
 
NOTE:  <Windows> refers to the 
“Windows Key” which is between the 
<Ctrl> and <Alt> key at the bottom 
left of most keyboards.  The Windows 
Key usually has a flag design to 
identify it. 
 
• Press the <Windows> + X key 

combination. 
• Click on Command Prompt 

(Admin) 
• Type control userpasswords2 in 

the white field and press the 
<Enter> key.  The User Accounts 
menu should appear.  Remove the 
checkmark from “Users must 
enter a user name and password to 
use this computer”. 

• Click OK and enter your 
Windows Password twice. 

• Restart your computer. 
 

 
WINDOWS 8.1 RELEASE DATE 

 
Windows 8.1 is a major update of 
Windows 8 which, according to all 
reports I have read, will be free.  It 
appears to be somewhat like the 
Service Packs for earlier versions of 
Windows although 8.1 also 
incorporates many changes, such as 
putting back the Start Button – 
although whether or not the Start 
Menu will also be restored is still 
uncertain. 
 
The 8.1 release date will probably be 
around September. 
 

I strongly recommend that you 
download and install the 8.1 Update 
when it is released. 
 

 
USE A PASSPHRASE 

INSTEAD OF A PASSWORD 
 
A long combination of random letters 
and numbers is the best password, but 
certainly difficult to remember.  A 
passphrase is an alternative which is 
much easier to remember and usually 
extremely secure. 
 
Many password requirements allow a 
passphrase to be used instead of a 
password.  The difference is just what 
it sounds like – a passphrase is a 
phrase of text, such as “Mary had a 
little lamb chop”.  The spaces and 
many more characters make a 
passphrase very secure.  I recommend 
at least 12 characters, and the longer 
the better. 
 
Adding numbers to a passphrase 
makes it even more secure, so instead 
of “Mary had a little lamb chop” use 
something like “Mary had 8 little lamb 
chops”.  Of course, don’t use a well-
known phrase like my example.  
Instead, make up your own passphrase 
such as “Bob has 7 surfboards” 
Or even more obscure “Infinity is a 
lazy figure 8” 
 
Some websites and/or programs will 
not allow spaces, and therefore you 
can’t use a passphrase there, but you 
will be surprised how often a 
passphrase can be used. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


